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H E B. xii. Ver. 7, 8. 


If you endure Chaſtening, God dealeth with you 
as with Sons; for what Son is he whom the 
Father Chaſteneth not ? But if ye be with- 
out Chaſtiſement whereof all are Partakers, 
then are ye Baſtards and nat Sons. | | 


HESE Words are an Argument drawn 
trom the Goodneſs of God, the moſt charm- 
ing and amiable of all bis Attributes; per- 
ſuading thereby all the good and faithful 
Servants of God. to a patient bearing thoſe Aſiicti= 
ons which his All- wiſe Diſpenſations ſhall lay them un- 
er; aſſuring them, That theſe often very heavy 
Strokes do not proceed from the Frowns of an Enra- 
ped Adverſary, bot from the Gracious Indulgence ot 

Loving Father, who deſigns nothing but our Good 
py them, and by a ſeaſonable Correction, is working 
dur Advantage and Improvement. They likewiſe aſ- 
ure us, that Afflictions are ſo far from being Signs 
f God's Anger towards us, and that by ſome Re- 
narkable ilneſs of our Actions we have Forteited a 
laim to his Favour, (as ſometimes the Malice of o- 
hers, or our owa Melancholy Apprehenſions may 
de apt to ſuggeſt,) that on the other ſide, they are 
clear Evidence of his eſpecial good Will towards 
„ and do withal aſcertain us, that, without ſome 
Vepgree or other of them, Men can hardly be thought 


0 be the Children of God, or to remain in his Fa- 
four. 


A'z Is 


4 A Sermon of Conſolarion, 


In diſcourſing upon theſe Words, I ſhall endeavour 
to make good the following Particulars. 


I. That, the very many or very great i mittions, 
which good Perſons do ſometimes undergo, are not 
Signs of their being out of God's Favour, or that they 
have been guilty of any Remarkable Tranſgreſſion 
N Duty, more than other Perſons who ſuffer 

eſs. 


II. That they are rather Signs of God's Goodneſ 
and Favour to them. 


III. What proper and effectual Motives our Holy 
Religion does afford ſuch good Perſons, for a patient 
bearing their Afflictions. 
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Provi- I. That the very many or very great Affliction 
_ which good Perſons do ſometimes undergo, are not 
m*-- generally ſigns of their being out of God's Favour, 0 
ood Men's that they have been guilty of any remarkable Tran. 
Afi®icxs, greſſion of their Duty, more than other Perſons wht 
in another ſuffer leſs. But there is a ſpightful Humour too com 
World. mon among Mankind, which makes a quite different 
* Obſeryation. We find that-the Inhabitants of alt 

did the ſame upon St. Paul; and *twere to be wiſhed 

that this kind of Inhumanity were peculiar to tho 
Barbarians. Theſe Perſons took notice of a long train 

. Misfortunes, following upon one another, to brei 

upon this ſeemingly unhappy Perſon. He had bee! 

lately Impriſoned and Arraigned for a Capital Crime 

and ſent in Irons from Judea to Rome, ſuffered in his Pal 

ſage one of the moſt terrible Storms that has been hear 

of, and was at laſt Ship-wreck'd witha narrow eſcape 

his Life, who no ſooner came to Shore, but had a Se! 

pent, whoſe Venom was eſteemed preſent Death, tf 

. tened upon his Hand. Upon whom the People 
il that Iſland make this Uncharitable Remark ; No dout! 
7 this Man is a Murderer, whom, tho he bath eſcaſt 
th: Sea, yet Vengearge ſufferetb him not to live, Acts = 
4+ 


- 


But 1ſt, This Reaſoning was very wrong, not 
only as the Event of that Hiſtory ſhew'd, but 
upon the ground which it goes upon, as ſuppoſing that 
God y adjuſts his Rewards and Puniſhmeats in 
this World, and makes all Perſons Happy or Un- 
happy here, according to their Demerits. Indeed, God 
will do ſo ſometime or other, but he will take his own 
Time for it, and not juſt when we call for, or expe& 
it; this we may expect from him as a Juſt God, but 
he has a whole Eternity before him to do it in, and 
therefore, as a Wiſe-God, he will find the propereſt 
Opportunity for it. There will a time come in which 
all the long Rua of Proſperity, and the Halcyow Days 
which wicked Men enjoy, ſhall have a Period put to 
them, and be turned into Wailing and Wo; and there 
will a Time as certainly come, when afflicted Saints 


ſhall for ever Rejoyce. But I find that this ill- natur d 


Objection againſt afflicted Piety is uſually made by the 
worſt Men; Perſons who know well enough their own 
il Qualities, which they ſee God does not puniſh them 
for, and therefore they conclude, that thoſe who lie 
under any of God's Judgments muſt be, ſecretly at 
leaſt, more bad than themſelves. This was Objected 
by the wicked Fews, not only againſt our Saviour 
himſelf at his Crucifixion, but againſt the Galileans, 
whoſe Blood Pilate mingled with their Sacrifices, and 
againſt the Eighteen upon whom the Tower $S:loam 
fell, Luke xiii. But our Saviour's Reply carries a full 
Confutation of this, I tell you nay, i. e. Theſe Perſons 
were not greater Sinners than other Men, nay, not 


ſo much perhaps, as you the Objectors : But except ye 
Repent ye ſhall all likewiſe Perifſh : Leave off your Remarks 


on other Mens Misfortunes, look after your own Sins, 
and take care to avert God's Judgments upoa you for 
them; for if you do not, God will ſhower down his 
Vengeaace upon you one time or nother, 1a a more 


YZ 


1gnal manner, than in the ſad forementioned In- By ſever 


ſtances. 


2. This uſual Reflection upon the great Aſflitions o“, 


good Perſons is ill grounded,becauſe we are ignorant of 
A 3 
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6 4 See Conſolation, 
the Deſigns of God's Prividence, even in this World. 
God is a Wiſe and Sagacious Governour, who has 
Millions of Noble Views and Deſigns, which ate be- 
yond the Ken of our ſhort-ſighted Underſtanding ; 
and what looks oftentimes to us with a gloomy Aſ- 
D, and ſeems to bode nothing but diſmal Horrour 
ard the Frowns of the Almighty, clears up after- 
wards into Brightneſs and Sun-ſhine. Thoſe who had 
hard Thoughts of Joſeph in his Bondage and Impri- 
ſonment, when they ſaw him in his future Honour, 
were ſatisſied that God laid upon him his Afflictions, Wyert 
only to pave a Way to his great Advancement. And if Mal 
we were let in, to have a diſtinct View of the ſeveral to! 
Wheels and Movements of God's Providence, which 
are working one within another to bring about his 
wiſe Deſigns; we might then better ſee, why many 
Good Men have a larger ſhare of Sufferings than their 
own Sins do call for; then we might ſee clearer, 
where he viſits for Sins on our own Score, and where 
for the Sins of our Fore-fathers; how many ſevere 
Afflictions are ſent for Diſcipline, and further Im- 
provement of Talents of Grace, and how many other 
to furniſh out a Noble Example of Patience and Re- 
ſignation to the Divine Will, for others to Copy by. 

| I now proceed to ſhew, 5 l 


„ II. That thoſe very many or great Afflictions, 
—_— | 
> of Which good Perſons do ſometimes undergo, are ra- 
2 ther Signs of God's Goodneſs and Favour to them. 
| — 1{t. Becauſe they thereby have a well grounded Aſ- 
| Lo. ſurance that God does acknowledge them for his 
Fs us Children. This Argument is not only inſiſted on by 
I} Tons. the Apoſtle in the Text, but by Solomon long before 
J him. Ay Son deſpiſe not the Chaſt ening of the Lord, nei- 
1 ther be weary of his Correction. For whom the Lord loveth 
he Corretteth, even as the Father the Son in whom he de- 
tighteth. Prov. ili. 11, 12. But to us Chriſtians, this 
is one of the Fundamental Doctrines of our Reli- 


gion: Afflictions are #he very Badge of our Profeſſi- 


| 
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on the Death of the PRINCE. 7 


on: We are Baptized into the Doctrine of the 
Croſs, and in that Holy Sacrament engage our ſelves 
to be Followers of an Afflicted Saviour, who was a 
Man of Sorrows and acquainted with grief. He, 
the Captain of our Sal vation, was perſected by Sufferings 
then we ſurely who have liſted our ſelves under h. 
Banner, moſt look for ſomething of his Service: We 
muſt not think to run thro' our whole Chriſtian 
warfare in a courſe of Lazineſs, but we muſt expect 
harraſſings and fatigues , watching and fighting, Po- 
verty and Want, or whatever hard Service our great 
Maſter thinks fit to enjoyn us; in ſhort, we muſt expect 
to live the lives of Soldiers, to partake of the Hardſhips 
of a Camp, and not always enjoy the ſoft Pleaſures of a 
Court. And indeed, this is the firſt Condition which our 
Saviour offered to his Followers. I any Man will come 
after me, let him deny himſcif. and take up his Croſs and 
ollow me. If any Man will be my Diſciple he mnſt 
partake of my Croſs; if he will Fight under my Ban- 
ner, he mult drink of my Cup ; but if he be ſo Tender 
and Delicate, that he cannot down with Afflictions, 
he is no fit Follower of me, the perſecuted Jeſus ; 
my Religion does not Intitle Men to Beds of Down 
and Ivory, when I my ſelf have not whereon to lay 
my Head. And moreover 'tis obſervable, that God 
Almighty had his beſt aud deareſt Servants, when 
there reigned the ſevercit Calamities among the 
Chriſtians. The time of the Primitive Goodneſs, and 
Purity, was the moſt emarkable one for the ſuffer- 
ing of the Saints; when their Zeal was moſt fervent, 
Perſecutions-were the hotteſt; nor did their Piety 
flacken, till Temporal Felicity had looſened the 
Nerves of the Primitive Inſtitution , had diſſolved 
Men firſt into Eaſe, and afterwards enſuared them 
into Vice. And we cannot but obſerve, this to be 
ſtill the Method of God's Providence, to diſpenſe 


to his beſt Servants a large ſhare of Afﬀictions ; there- 

by to make them ſenſible of their Duty, to School 

and Diſcipline them into Obedience, lealt by a long 

ſtream of Felicity they forget the Task they have 
fy 
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8 A Sermon of Conſolation, 
to do, or grow ſtubborn and refractory, or come 
at laſt, it may be, to diſpute their Maſter m- 
mands. - And by this he ſhews the kind an 
therly Love he bears to us, by ſtopping us in our 
full Career of Siafulneſs, before we are too far! 
gone; by laying ſomething that is Troubleſome in 
our way. to hinder our progreſs, to gall and fret} 
us, and to fright us back again into his Arms; and 
all this out of his Paternal care towards us. For as 
for the ſtubborn and refractory Sinner, who diſclaims| 
all Alliance with God, he lets him (as the Pſalmiſts 
ſpeaks) fall from one Wickedneſs to another; he per- 
mits him to run on as he pleaſes without Words 
thereby to fill up the meaſure of his Wicked neſs. | 
5 Now, upon theſe Couſiderations, ſeveral Pions} 
Chriſtians in former times, having obſerved their 
Life to paſs over without any conſiderable Calami- 
ties,have even put up their Prayers to God for them, 
that he would be pleaſed to viſit them with ſome] 
Afflictions, leaſt their uninterrupted Proſperity ſhould} 
preclude them from God's Favour, and be a Bar to 
their Legitimacy in Grace: Now, tho? I will not 
affirm that Afflictions are things to be prayed for, 
yet theſe are ſuch uſual Attendants on Piety, that, 
when one finds ones ſelf carried on in a conſtant ſe- 
ries of Proſperity, without any mixture of Croſſes 
or Troubles, it will be apt to make a Man miſtruſt 
his Eſtate, and to raile ſome miſ-givings within 
him, that he is not among the Number of God's 
Children, upon whom the Goſpel does entail fo 
| many Calamities and Sufferiags. Upon the whole 
thereof, it is a very great content to good Perſons 
under their Afflictions, that, tho? theſe be not an in- 
fallible Mark of a Child of God, yet they are ſuch, 
as very few-of God's Children paſs thro” this World 
„Without. se e | 
- 2dly. Good Perfons Afflictions are a ſign of God's 


Makes 


ag of Goodneſs and Favour to them, becauſe they render 
T them more truly Thaakful for God's former Bleſ- 
Ungs. - Whilſt all things run on in a ful * of 
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appineſs, and Bleſſings unwiſnt for flow in upon 
* Enjoyments come in fo thick, that we have 


ot time to conſider the Source, and Original of 
nem. But when God pleaſes to withdraw ſome 
f thoſe Bleſſings, which we have long too Unthank- 
ally enjoyed, we then begin to find the want of 
nem, and how much we were obliged to our Graci- 
dus God, for his long continuance of them to us. Now 


ach an after-gratitude is of all others the moſt 
oble and Religious; becauſe it does not proceed 
rom any Principle of Self-love as it generally does, 
hen we are under the enjoyment of a Bleſſing; 


hut to be Thankful for a Favour which we can no 


onger enjoy, the pleaſure of which is vaniſhed and 


gone, can proceed from nothing elſe but a hearty 


ove and Reſpect to the Giver. Holy David is an 


eminent Example of this, who a mg in the midſt 
if 


of his Complaints, falls a magnifing God's former 
Goodneſs to him. Why art thou ſo full of heauineſs, 
O my Soul, and why art thou ſo diſquieted within me ? 
O put thy Truſt in God, for I will yet give him Thanks, 
who is the help of my Countenance and my God, Pal. 
68. 19, 20. 


zdly. Good Perſons Afflictions are a Sign of God's year * 
Favour to them, becauſe they wean them from the Worlds 


the World and bring them nigher to God. We 
ſhould be apt to bid our Souls rake their Eaſe, we 
ſhould be inclined to think, that it were good. for us 
to be here; we ſhould be for building Taberuacles 
and making an abiding place of this World, which 
God deligned us only for a place of ſojourniag ; but 
only that God Almighty now and then kindly a- 
wakens us, and ſhews us in ſome affecting Inſtan- 
ces the Uncertainty of this World, and reacties us 
to place our Hopes only on him, in whom there is no 
variableneſs or ſhadow of turning. Jam. 1. 17. Unleſs 
he ſometimes Read us ſome of theſe ſevere Leſlons ; 
we, by too long, a familiarity with the good things 


of this World, ſhoald grow fo enamoured of them 
x 5 — 
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10 4 Sem of Conſolation, 


as to forget our Love and Duty to our Heavenly 


Father. | 
And indeed we are all apt to Love them ſo well, 


that we can bear a great deal of ill uſage, before we 
can find in our Hearts to part with them; but Af. 
flictions take off this unreaſonable Fondneſs, they 
make this Beloved World of ours ſeem but an in- 
different thing; they raiſe our Hopes and quicken our 
Deſires of a future Happineſs, and make us eagerly 
| to wiſh to be with Chriſt, which is better. 

erde Aly. Good Perſons Afflictions are ſigns of God's Fa- 
Trial of vour to them, Becauſe they afford them a Tryal of their 
Patience, Patience and truſt. Patience under Afflictions, and a 
ard Tf. ſure truſt and reliance upon God, are two of the 
molt excellent Vertues of Chriſtianity; and yet we 
can never tell how much we are to ſeek in theſe, or 
how well we can acquit our felves therein, unleſs 
our Afflictions do give us Demonſtration of it. We 
may perhaps raiſe fine Notions of theſe things in the 
Theory, and make curious Declamations upon them to 
others; dut when we our ſelves come ta the Practice, 
| we may find eur felves miſerably at a loſs; we may, 
for ought we know, murmur and repine, rage. and 
claimour under our Misfortunes, we may diſtruſt God 
Almighty's Favour, or tax the Juſtice of his Provi- 
dence. And this the Devil knew well enough to be 
the caſe of many Men, when he pretended to God 
it was Job's: Doth Job ſerve God for Naught ? But 
put forth, ſays he, thy Hand now, and touch all that 
he hath, and he will Curſe thee to thy Face. Job 1. 11. 
In which Words, the Devil charges Job, that his pre- 
tence to Piety was but meer collogueing with God; 
not proceeding from a Hearty Love to God, bur 
only from a Love to the good things of this World. 
Now, tho” the Event of this Hiſtory ſhews, that the 
Devil's Suggeſtion in the caſe of this Eminently Pi- 
ons Perſon was falſe, yet ſo far that wicked Spirit 
was in the right, that Affliction tries a Man to the 
quick, and makes him plainly diſcover, whether he 


be only a Mercenary Pretender to Religion, or * — 
er 
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er he be, as Fob was, an wpright Man, fearing God 
4 eſchewing Evil. And upon this Conſideration is 
ounded that Advice of the Apoltle. My Brethren 
"t it joy, when ye fall into diverſe Temptations (i. e.) 
Rictions , knowing this that the Trial of your Faith 
wkerh Patience Jam. 1. 2 SO that it is a matter of 
yy to us you ſee, when we ſuffer Adverſity: For 
eu, if we bear it patiently, and with a ſure Reli- 
ice upon God, we are certain that we are Maſters 
thoſe Chriſtian Vertues, which we might doubt of 
fore, when we could not have an opportunity of 
periencing them, The like may be faid of all 
her Virtues, that Afflictions do aſſure us that they 
e true and unfeigned. For, tho* without theſe a 
od Man may have a reaſonable Aſſurance of his 
n Integrity, by a diligeat care to diſcharge his 
uty in all Reſpects, yet it cannot be denyed, but 
gat he muſt have a more Comfortable Aſſurance 
it, when he goes on to depend upon God, under 
ie hard preſſures of Affliction. Upon this Trial 
e cannot doubt, but that it was for God's ſake 
at we abſtained from Sin, and not on Account of 
ay Secular Advantage. Or, tho' we might not 
ave any reaſonable Diltruſt of our lutegrity before, 
et under our Afflictions we undergo God's own 
uch, and we have in a manner his Seal for our lu— 
grity. I new come to the laſt particular, Io 
ew, | 
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III. What proper, and effectual Motives our Holy 
eligion does afford to good Perſons, for a patient 
aring of their Afflictions. And of the many which 
kay be urged, I ſhall confine my felt to theſe fol- 
dwing, 


t. We ought to take our Afflictiods patiently; Be- 


might 


auſe they proceed from Almighty God, who has an can. 4 
ſolute Authoriy over us. Indeed ſhould any of our fiction, 
quals pretend to lay ſuch a Puniſhment upon us, we „eren 


————- —— 
* * 
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12 4 Sermonof Conſolation, 


might with Reaſon enough take it hcighnouſly ; by pre 
we have leſs Reaſon to do ſo, when our Chaſtiſemem ie. A 
do proceed from a competent Authority. TH pr 
| we will not ſuffer all Perſons to take this upon then it 
/ yet we are wont patiently to ſubmit to our Parent wit 
0 our Maſters, and our Magiſtrates. Then certaiulſ pri. 
nl we ought not to Fly in the Face of Almighty GodWivin« 
i who has the moſt uncontroulable Authority over wMentia 
| when we are under his Chaſtiſement ; for he is np M: 


= only our Lord and Governour, and Father and Judg 
| but he is the ſole Proprietor of all that we ſtand po 
ſeſſed of, whatever he takes from us is but calling hom 
| what he lent us, and to repine ther eat, is to ſhew; 

. baſe Ingratitude for ſo long a continued Favour 
| This is only to provoke his Almighty Power to uſt 
us worſe, to deprive us of other Bleſſings which ht 

( ſuffers us ſtill to enjoy. Holy Job made a wiſer Re 
þ flection upon this Conſideration of God's Sovereingty 

7 and upon our Univerſal Dependance upon him. Nat 

| | | ed came I out of my Mothers Womb, aud naked ſhall 


| return thither : The Lord gave, and the Lord hath tate whe 
; away, and Bleſſed be the Name of the Lord. Job I. 21. It C 
2. Another Reaſon for us to bear our Afffiction per 

patiently is; becauſe God deſigns them for our good {tat 
Whatever is harſh and unpleaſing in it ſelf,if it come The 


with a kind Intention and be deſigned for our Be Dil 
nefit, we are wont to receive without Reſentment. MW vs 

Phy lick, tho? never ſo arttully wrought up, is always fro 
nauſeous, and yet we are not Angry with the Perſon the 
that preſcribes it, becauſe the Medicine is unpalatable the 
ſince we know that this is deſigned tor our Recovery) ar: 
Atfiitions are God's Phy ſick, by which he deſigs to make 18 
us better; aud therefore, we ought to take up 14 
Patience and Reſolution to go thro' whatever courſe 
of this kind, he in his Wiſdom, ſhall think fit fc 


put us under. | 
3. Another Reaſon for us patiently to bear. our 


Becauſe afflictions 15 ; becauſe God Almighty is never want-W tt 
ing to aiford us ſufficient ſtrength to go through them . - 0: 
with patience, if we earneſtly beg ic of him. Hef . 
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iſed that he will not ſuffer us to be Tempted, 
>, Aſficted above what we are able, but will with the 
mptation make a way to Eſcape, that we may be able to 
r it. t Cor. x. 13. Then he is pleaſed to inſpire 
> with ſuch an ardent degree of Spiritual Love, 
d print ſuch deep Impreſſions on our Minds, of the 
divine Goodneſs, of the Wiſdom of God's provi- 
ential Diſpenſations, of our Bleſſed Saviour's Love 
> Mankind, and his Suffering for our ſakes ; which 
re ſuch ſtrong Cordials to raiſe Mens Spirits under 
heir Afflictions, as ſeldom or never fail to have a 
good effect. | | 

4. Another Reaſon for us patiently to bear our ,, 


Days and Years, but with Eternity, which is the true 
ext nt of our Being. What ſhould J Trouble my ſelf 
about a few uncomfortable Years, to be ſpent in this 
World, when I am ſhortly to enter upon a State, 
where I muſt live out ſo many Millions of Ages? 
It cannot be long before Death comes, and puts a 
Period to all theſe Sorrows, and conveys me to a 
ſtate, where all Tears ſhall be wiped from mine Eyes. 
The Grave is a ſafe Retreat from all Trouble and 
Diſquiet, no Vexations of this World will purſue 
vs into that gloomy Retirement. There the Wicked ceaſe 
from Troubling : There the weary be at reſt. There 
the Priſoners reſt together, they hear not the Voice of 
the Oppreſſor. * The ſmall and the great are there, 
and the Servant is free from his Maſter. Job. iii. 17, 
18, 19. 

5. The Laſt and moſt forcible Reaſon, which I ſhall 
urge for good Megs patiently bearing their Afflictions 
is; Becauſe God {hall plentifully Reward them for it, 
in a Future State. By this noble Argument the A- 
poſtle buoys up himſelt, and the firſt Chriſtians, under 
the Troubles and Perſecutions they met with. For 
our light Affliction winch is but for a Aoment, worketh 4 
, far more exceeding and eternal weight of G tory. 2 Cor. 
i 4 | | iv. 


Cc 


\ flitions is; Becauſe they cannot be of very long ,ompenſe- 
Continuance. We ought to compare the continuance ed by Fus | 
of every thing which relates to our ſelves, not with e Foyss 4 
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14 4 Sermon of Conſolation, 
iv. 17. And indeed what need any one value a 
tle worldly Trouble, with Heaven in his View? I 
hopes of arriving at that happy Shore, will make Ma whe 
deſpiſe all the Storms and Boiſterous Billows of td ads 
World; which can only Foam and Beat about y 
but can do us no harm. And when we ſhall ente 
upon a State of inexpreſſible Happineſs, which is valM;:aly e 
in it ſelf, aud endleſs in its duration, which no Trouble any 
ſhall allay, and no Death ever put a Period to: OWears te 
with what Pleaſure ſhall we look down upon the lite Hon 
Misfortunes in this Life, which befell us in our Page his 
ſage thither, and, by affording an opportunity of en chat 
ercifing our Vertue, haye been the lucky occaſion olff©&Þyal, a 
increaſing our Joys! Oh how joyful will it be to mea Hat w 
thoſe dear Friends and Relations there, vhom we hay g ho 
ſo ſadly Mourned for and Bewailed, becauſe they let, eſt 

us in this World; and yet we ſhould think it pity 
that they ſhould be retarded one Minute, from entring 
into that Happy Place. | 


laid down, in ſhewing, 

1/t, That AffiitFions do not argue Perſons to be out of 
God's Favour, | | 
But 2/y, That when they happen to good Men are rather 
Marie of it; | 

And having ſhewn in the Laſt place the proper Motive 
for the patient bearing of Afﬀfiittions, 

I crave leave of you to let your Attention go a- 
long with me, in ſome few Reflections on the great 
Affliction, which has lately happened to our Gracious 
QUEEN, in the Loſs of Her dear Conſort. A 
Loſs ſo much the more affecting, as the Perſon ſhe 
Mourns for was ſo extraordinarily deſerving. And 
tis but juſt, that every one who retains an Eſteem for 
Her, ſhould ſhed a Tear over his Aſhes. And tho! I 
am not wont to be over Officious in paying theſe 
Reſpects in publick, yet I cannot forbear to lay before 
you ſome ſhort Remarks, concerning a Perſon who 
nas deſeryed ſo well of this Nation: MY "oy 


And now having gone through the Particulars | 


1 


on the Death of the: PRINCE. 1g 


His Memory ought te be for ever Pretious to us, 
the Zeal which he ſhewed for our Common Re. 
gion, at a time when it lay at ſo extreme an Hazard; 
:d when he might have purchaſed his own Eaſe 
Wi Advantage, by a bare Connivance at thaſe un- 
arrantable Deſigus, which were then carrying on. 
And to his laſting Honour be it mentioned, that 
ardly any Memoirs in Hiſtory do give us au Account 
f any great Perſon, that for more than Twenty 
ears together lived in a Court in ſo prime a degree 
Honour, had not only no Enemy, but had every 
"Mc his Friend. But what is more than this, during 
ein that time has given ſuch an Inſtance of Self-de- 
| O8W val, as is not to be parallel'd in any Age, for one 
caltit was ſo nearly Allyed to the Throne (conſider- 
ens how Natural it is to make uſe of Power and In- 
ereſt to countenance Parties, and advance Fayoy- 
ites) never to Embark in any one Action, I need 
wt ſay contrary to the publick Good , but not fo 
uch as in any one that was Unpopular ; fo very 
arely Recommended any one to the 'I hrone for Pre- 
erment, and thoſe always ſnch, who were Recom- 
nended firſt by their own Mevits. 

| obſerve that Holy David in his Elegy on a 
Royal Perſon, the ſtains of whoſe Life made him not 
o be Compared with our moſt vertuous Prince, ſaid, 
e Daughters of Iſracl, weep over Saul, who cloathed you 
Scarlet, &c. And was the Remembrance of this 
uch an occaſion of Tears? Weep rather, Oh ye 
Daughters of this Nation, Weep over a Prince that 
as ſet ſuch an- Illuſtrious Example of Conjugal At- 
ection, as hath made him (conſidering the rareueſs 
ft this Virtue among Men of his High Condition) 
ode the Phenix of the Age! Weep over a Prince, 
ho by the Return of his moſt ſincere Love to his 
Royal Conſort, did ſhame away all Polluted Embra- 
es into Holes and Corners; which, before his Chaſt 
Example ſhone ſo bright at Court, bad the Fore- 
bead to appear cpen, and in the Light. And 1 hope 
that now he is gone to God, that his Example will 
be 


they have repented them of their Wickedneſs, a 
returned to their Duty. And I pray God, that 


good Example, and that God would afford all t 


the Death of the Duke of Glouceſter. 


face coucerning Spiritual Books. 


— 


16 A Sermon of Conſolatiun, 
be ſtill a Check upon thoſe Lewd Perſons ,” 
have forgot the ſtrict Engagements, which they f 
merly made with ſuch endearing Accents to th 
Loving Conſorts, and ſo publickly Ratified before G 
in his Holy Temple; thoſe that have abandoned, þ 
the ſake of filthy Proſtitutes, thgir own, Vertuous a; 
Honourable Ladies, who have leſt their Father's Hm 
and their Mother which gave them ſuck,to take ſhelter j 
their Boſom; I ſay, I hope the remembrance of t 
good Example will make the Conſciences of ſuch M 
aunt them, and ſtare them broad in their Faces, 


may all imitate*the ſeveral other Particulars -of 
Comforts of his Holy Spirit, to ſupport our Gracio 


QUEEN under fo unſpeakable a LOSS. 
Which God, &c. 


— — 8 
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